Literature Review Outline Template
Dissertation Chapter 2. Replace each bullet prompt with your own content. Typical length: 20 to 30% of your dissertation word count.
2.1 Introduction (about 10% of the review)
•  Introduce the topic and explain why it matters.
•  Define key terms and concepts.
•  Explain the scope: date range, databases searched, inclusion and exclusion criteria.
•  Explain how the chapter is organised (e.g. 'This chapter is organised into three themes...').
2.2 Theme 1: [Theme name]
•  Key studies on this theme.
•  Where the studies agree.
•  Where they disagree, and possible reasons (sample, setting, method).
•  Strengths and limitations of the evidence.
•  Link to your research question.
2.3 Theme 2: [Theme name]
•  As above. Link back to Theme 1 where relevant.
2.4 Theme 3: [Theme name]
•  As above. Move closer to your specific research question.
2.5 Theoretical or Conceptual Framework (if required)
•  The theory or model your study uses.
•  Why it fits your research question better than alternatives.
2.6 Summary and Research Gap (about 10% of the review)
•  What the literature shows.
•  What is still contested.
•  What has not been studied, or not in your context (the gap).
•  How your study addresses the gap and leads into your research question.
Synthesis Matrix
Fill this in before you write. Each theme column becomes a section of your review.
	Source (Author, Year)
	Theme 1
	Theme 2
	Theme 3
	Method and sample
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Checklist Before You Submit
☐  Each section is organised by theme with a clear subheading.
☐  Every paragraph compares at least two sources.
☐  Methods and limitations are evaluated, not just findings.
☐  Most sources are peer-reviewed and recent.
☐  The conclusion states a clear research gap.
☐  All in-text citations match the reference list.
☐  The review fits the word count in your handbook.
Full guide: apexassignment.com/insights/how-to-write-a-literature-review
